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Organic agriculture worldwide 2007 – the 
tenth global organic survey

Source: FiBL & IFOAM Survey 2009



World: Development of organic agricultural
land 1999-2007 (Revision date: May 2009)
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Global organic survey 2009

The tenth survey on organic agriculture world-wide was carried out 
by FiBL and the International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movements IFOAM (IFOAM for Africa).
The survey was carried out between July and December 2008
Most data collected are from 2007, for some countries for 2008
Data were received from 141 countries (2006: 135 countries)
Data are provided by country experts, 
(representatives from NGOs, certification bodies, governments, 
researchers)
The results are published in the yearbook ‚The World of Organic 
Agriculture‘ and at www.organic-world.net



SECO ITC project: Global information system
for organic market and production data

Since 2008 there has been support by the Swiss State secretariat of 
Economic Affairs SECO and the International Trade Centre, 
Geneva, for: 
Data collection; 
Support of local partners for the data collection; 
Development of a classification of organic products (including 
manufactured products); 
Ease data collection through database improvement and an online 
data entering tool; 
Setting up the website www.organic-world.net; 
Carrying out a global overview of data availability. 



Data collection systems



Countries covered by the global survey on 
organic agriculture by FiBL and IFOAM

Source: FiBL & IFOAM 2009



Data collection systems

FiBL, who has collected data on organic agriculture
world-wide for the past years, distinguishes the following
collection systems for the basic data on organic farming
(land area and producers): 

Governmental data collection systems,
Private collection systems,
For the remaining countries, no permanent collection system is in 
place.



Data collection systems
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European Union: Stipulates that member states
make organic data available

According to the new regulation, all EU member states (27) have to deliver the key
data on organic farming to Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union.
Requirements are:
Data need to be collected among the organic certifiers registered by the competent
authority
Deliver data in an electronic format
Data must be delivered by July 31 of the following year
Data collected included: 

Land area and crops
Conversion status
Production
Livestock
Operator types: Producers, processors, importers
Processors also by main type of activitey (NACE Codes)



Types of data collected by FiBL and 
IFOAM



Land area & producers

The total area under organic management and the
number of producers are the most important data
as these data show the importance of the organic sector
in a country. 
The percentage of land under organic management is an 
generally accepted important indicator (e.g by the
European Commission).
All countries covered by the global organic survey report
the land under organic management. 
The number of farms is not reported by all. Some only
report the total operators, some do not report any
opertors at all. 



External trade as well as domestic market

Important in order to grasp the importance of the organic
sector for the national economy. 
Important data for decision making of politicians and 
market players. 
Very few countries have such data so far.
Domestic market data: Good availability in Europe and 
North America
Export data: Good availability in Latin America.
Import data: Almost not available. 



External trade: The example of Denmark

By the end of 2004, there were almost 3,400 authorised farms/establishments (legal 
units) at the Danish Plant Directorate and almost 500 establishments (legal units) at 
the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration. Having matched information with 
Statistics Denmark’s register of external trade statistics, it turned out that 254 of these 
establishments (legal units) were engaged in external trade with potential organic 
products. 
These 254 establishments (legal units) make up the respondent register for the 
population. 
Mailing and processing of the questionnaires
Subsequently, questionnaires are mailed to 254 establishments. The information, 
which was reported by the establishments to the external trade statistics, is shown in 
the questionnaire, and at the same time the establishments are asked to report the 
share of their turnover, which can be contributed to organic goods. 131 of the above-
mentioned establishments have been engaged in external trade in organic goods. 
Source: Statistics Denmark at 
http://www.dst.dk/HomeUK/Guide/documentation/Varedeklarationer/emnegruppe/em
ne.aspx?sysrid=099927



Data classification



Classifications

For the global organic survey a database was built into which all 
types of data can be entered. 
A major challenge has been the development of a classification 
system for crops and products, applied for the land area, production 
(volumes % values), exports (volumes % values), imports (volumes
% values), domestic sales (volumes % values). 
Whereas for the primary crops the organic farming questionnaire by 
Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union was used as a 
basis, for the manufactured crops the Central Product Classification 
CPC of the United Nations was used. 
A first draft of the latter is now available and it will be developed 
further by FiBL, IFOAM and the partners. 



Operators



Crops and landuse (adapted from
Eurostat)



Livestock: According to Eurostat



Manufactured products (based on CPC 
codes)



Data processing



The database





The database: Classification master



Data analysis via Pivot tables



Plausibility checks

Check data against data from previous year
Check data against totals (FAO)



Data dissemination: Texts and graphs

15.1%

3.9%

5.8%

62.1%

1.0%

12.2%

Arable land

Permanent crops

Cropland, no details

Permanent grassland

Other

Agricultural land, no
details

835
1'574
2'002
2'134

3'165
3'201
3'760
4'107
4'195

22'062

0 10'000 20'000 30'000

Costa Rica
Dominican Rep.

Greece
Turkey
Spain

Mexico
Ghana

USA (2005)
Cuba
Italy

Hectares

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Africa Asia Europe Latin
America

North
America

Oceania World

Agricultural land, no
details

Other

Permanent grassland

Cropland, no details

Permanent crops

Arable land

5.
0

2.
2

12
.4

0.
9 2.

9

7.
8

6.
4

2.
2

12
.1

3.
0

7.
4

0.
7

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

Africa Asia Europe Latin
America

North
America

Oceania

M
ill

io
n 

he
ct

ar
es 2006 2007



Conclusions

Not all countries have permanent collection system for organic 
farming yet.
For the private collection systems there is the problem that the data 
collectors do often not have full access to the data from the certifiers 
or operators. 
Countries provide different types of data and different levels of data 
depth, so the data are often not comparable. In fact, the only 
indicator that is provided by all is the land under organic 
management. 
Classification systems for products and crops differ, and there is no 
consensus at a global level regarding the classification of the data. 
In spite of many improvements, information on many data types is
still missing, which would be important to have in order to draw a 
clear picture on the development and importance of the sector. 
These are notably production and export volumes and values as 
well as domestic market data. 
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Helga Willer
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Further information on organic agriculture world-wide at 
www.organic-world.net


