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About this presentation

This presentation summarizes the results of the global survey 
on organic agriculture 2010, carried out by the Research 
Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL and the International 
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements IFOAM. 
The results are published in the yearbook ‘The World of 
Agriculture’, which contains the tables with the full data tables. 
Further, more detailed data as well as more graphs are 
available at www.organic-world.net.
More information and background on geographical and other 
current aspects of organic agriculture are available in the 
above-mentioned yearbook (see http://www.organic-
world.net/yearbook.html).

The Global Organic Survey 2010

The global organic survey 2010 as well as the production of the
yearbook ‚The World of Organic Agriculture‘ was 
carried out  with
the support of 

International Trade Centre, Geneva

The Swiss State Secretariat of 
Economic Affairs SECO, Berne

Nürnberg Messe, the organizers of the
BioFach Organic Trade Fair

Hivos (data collection Africa)

The World of Organic Agriculture 2010

The 11th edition of ‚The World of 
Organic Agriculture‘, was published
by IFOAM and FiBL in February
2010.* 
Contents:

Results of the global organic survey;
Organic agriculture in the
geographical regions;
Chapters on the global market, 
standards and legislations, carbon
markets; crops (coffee and cotton), 
development cooperation, other
issues.

The book can be ordered via the
IFOAM.org and shop.FiBL.org. 

*Willer, H, and Kilcher, L. (2010) The World of 
Organic Agriculture. Statistics and Emerging
Trends. IFOAM, Bonn, and FiBL, Frick

Website www.organic-world.net

Detailed statistics in excel format (in progress)
Graphs & Maps
Data revisions
News and background information

General notes on the data

Data sources: For data sources see annex to The World of Organic
Agriculture 2010. 
Countries: For countries and areas, FiBL and IFOAM used the
Standard Country and Area Codes Classifications as defined by the
United Nations Statistics division.
Developing countries: Countries on the DAC List.
Term organic: In the tables, the term organic refers to the fully
converted and in-conversion areas. 
Share of total agricultural land: In some cases the calculation of the
shares of organically managed land, based on the Eurostat and 
FAOSTAT data, might differ from the organic shares obtained from
ministries or local experts.
Producers: Some countries report the number of smallholders, and 
others only the numbers of companies, projects or grower groups, 
which may each comprise a number of producers.
Data revisions: Should data revisions and correction become
necessary these will be communicated at the data revision pages of 
Organic-World.net. 
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Definition of organic areas

Agricultural land (35 Mio Ha)
Cropland

Arable land (cereals, vegetables 
etc.)
Permanent crops (fruit, grapes, 
olives …)
Cropland, no details (=arable land 
and permanent crops)

Permanent grassland
Other agricultural land 

Non-agricultural areas (31.8 Mio 
ha)

Forest
Aquaculture
Grazing on non-agricultural land
Wild collection/Bee keeping

Distribution of 
agricultural and non-
agricultural land 2008

52%48%

Agricultural land
Non agricultural areas

Organic data collection and processing systems world-wide 2008 
for basic data on organic agriculture (total 154 countries with data)

Government collection systems (65 
countries)

Data from the certifiers
Census/farm structure survey
Direct payments

Private collection systems (37 
countries)

Data from the certifiers
Company data

No collection system (52 countries)
IFOAM and FiBL collect the data from
the international certifiers (problems
of continuity of data supply,  
comparability over the years, non-
harmonized/non-processed data).

Particularly in Africa and in Asia, data
collection systems are still 
underdeveloped.

65; 42%

37; 24%

52; 34%

Government Private No collection system

Data collection systems and data sources for basic data (land, 
operators) by geographical region 2008
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Development of the number of countries with data on 
organic agriculture

86
98 100

111
124

137 141
154

122

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

N
um

be
r o

f c
ou

nt
rie

s

0

1'000

2'000

3'000

4'000

5'000

6'000

7'000

8'000

R
ec

or
ds

Countries Records

New countries/areas 2010 
survey:

Burundi, Comoros, Falkland 
Islands, French Guiana,  
Guadeloupe, Lesotho, 
Martinique, Oman, Réunion, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Tajikistan, Zimbabwe

Countries for which no new
data had been received for a 
longer time: 

Belize, Guyana, Malawi, Saudi 
Arabia 

Source: SÖL, FiBL  & IFOAM 2000-2010

Data availability for key variables 2008; Number of countries/areas
per variable; total: 154 countries/areas
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Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

Organic agricultural land in the regions 2008

Source: FiBL & IFOAM Survey 2010
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Organic agricultural land and other areas 2008

Includes in-conversion areas

World: Distribution of organically managed agricultural
land by geographical region 2008
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Source: FiBL & IFOAM Survey 2010

World: The ten countries with the most organic 
agricultural land 2008
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Source: FiBL & IFOAM Survey 2010

Developing countries: The ten countries with the
largest areas of organic agricultural land 2008
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Source: FiBL & IFOAM  2010

World: The ten countries/areas with the highest shares
of organic agricultural land* 2008 
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Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

Developing countries: The ten countries/areas with the
highest shares of organic agricultural land* 2008 
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Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010
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Distribution of organic shares of the total agricultural
areas

World (154 countries)
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16%

70%

> 10 % of total agr. land
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1-5 % of total agr.land
<1 % of total  agr. land

Developing countries (105) 

86%
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35%

Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

Growth of the organic/in-conversion area in 2008

Growth in all geographical regions
Compared to 2007: Increase of almost 3 million hectares =+9 
percent
The highest increase during 2008

Latin America (1.65 million hectares)
Europe (0.5 milion hectares)

Increase of organic agricultural land in 97 countries/areas, 
decrease in 23 countries/areas (no new data from 34 
countries/areas)

Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

World: Development of organic agricultural land 1999-
2008 (Revision date: February 2010)
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World: Development of organic agricultural land 1999-
2008
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World: Development of organic agricultural land 1999-2008 in 
developing countries (Revision date: February 2010)
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2004: Major increase of organic agr. 
Land in China, subsequent drop

World: Development of organic agricultural land and 
other organic areas 1999 to 2008

19
.7 25

.5 29
.7

28
.9 30
.5 32
.1 35

.0

4.
1

5.
6

21
.0

19
.8 22

.5 26
.7

27
.0 30

.7

31
.5

31
.8

11
.0 17

.3

14
.8

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

M
ill

io
n 

he
ct

ar
es

Agricultural land

Other areas (Wild collection, bee keeping, aquaculture,
forest, grazed non-agricultural land)

Source: SÖL, FiBL  & IFOAM 2010



FiBL

www.fibl.org

Developing countries: Growth of organic agricultural land and 
other organic areas in developing countries 1999 to 2008
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World: Development of organic agricultural land 2007 
to 2008 by geographical region
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World: The ten countries with the highest INCREASE of organic
agricultural land 2007-2008
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*Data available for the first time
** More data sources included than for 2007 data
Therefore: direct year-to-year comparison no possible

Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

Developing countries: The ten countries with the highest
INCREASE of organic agricultural land 2007-2008
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Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

Organic producers by geographical region 2008 (total: 
1.4 million) 
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Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

World: The ten countries with the largest numbers of 
organic producers 2008
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Developing countries: The ten countries with the
largest numbers of organic producers 2008
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Source: FiBL  & IFOAM 2010

World: Development of organic producers 1999-2008 
(Revision date: February 2010)
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Developing countries: Use of organic agricultural land 
2008
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Global revenues by region 2008 
Global market growth 1999-2008
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Global organic market: The ten countries with the 
largest markets for organic food 2008
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