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Strategy. Hungarian organic production needs a stronger practice-oriented research basis, and there needs to be more 
dissemination work that is underpinned by local scientific evidence. Furthermore, efforts are needed to increase local 
consumer awareness to enable the local organic market to grow. 

Cooperation and a better communication between organic stakeholders, including producers, traders, umbrella 
organisations, certifiers, and research institutions, is crucial for effective lobbying work and for Hungarian agriculture to 
play a role in addressing global challenges, such as climate change or water and oil scarcity. 

It is anticipated, that market demand for organic products will continue to increase steadily, and some organic farming 
methods will soon become mainstream agricultural practices. The development of organic agriculture could play a key role 
in maintaining Hungary’s competitiveness in agricultural markets. This is increasingly recognised within current 
agricultural policy. Joint efforts by Hungarian organic stakeholders are needed to ensure the realisation of the promising 
policy plans. 

The role of ÖMKi for organic farming research in Hungary 

The Hungarian Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (ÖMKi, www.biokutatas.hu) is a private non-profit research 
centre, founded by the Swiss Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) in 2011. The aim of ÖMKi is to advance 
science and innovation in organic agriculture in Hungary. ÖMKi’s motivated team works closely with many stakeholders in 
the Hungarian organic movement: initiating, coordinating and implementing innovative research projects, as well as 
providing training and extension services. In 2012, it started to build up an on-farm experimentation network that has 
engaged many organic farmers. ÖMKi regularly organises workshops and vocational training for farmers and other 
stakeholders: often in partnership with other organisations. It has also established a popular PhD and Postdoctoral 
scholarship programme in order to foster the development of a new generation of Hungarian scientists, who will be deeply 
involved in researching organic agriculture and sustainable production methods. Thus, ÖMKi is striving to support the 
development and competitiveness of Hungarian organic agriculture and food production in the long term. 

 


